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Please see the 1819 Syllabus Addendum - DFHS/District 5 for complete details about: 

● Honor Code 
● Uniform Grading Scale 
● Grading Procedures 
● Student/Teacher and Parent/Teacher Communication 
● School Attendance and Make-up Work Policy 

  
I. Course Catalog Description  
Prerequisite: Must have passed English 1 Honors and acceptance in the STEM Program. 
This course meets the state requirements for honors courses and meets the requirements for English 
2. In this course, students will read extensively to strengthen their skills and deepen their 
understanding of literary and informational texts. This course will expose students to literary and 
informational texts that will steadily increase in sophistication and complexity. Emphasis will be placed 
on drawing evidence from literary and informational texts in order to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. Additionally, this course will challenge students to apply their skills and knowledge in the 
areas of writing, speaking and listening, word study, and language. Writing instruction will focus on 
teaching students to assert and defend claims and in order to demonstrate what they know about a 
topic. Students will learn to consider task, purpose, and audience as well as how to combine 
information, structures, and formats deliberately to make their claim, Students will participate in 
research that requires them to gather information, evaluate sources, and cite material accurately. 
Students will become skilled in determining and clarifying the meanings of words and phrases in order 
to comprehend complex texts and build extensive vocabularies. Because of the pace, depth, and 
rigor, this course is highly recommended for students who plan to take Advanced Placement courses 
in the future. The STEM designation is the result of a unique combination of technology focused 
lessons that integrate topics from multiple disciplines. Our unique courses explore current topics 
within the subject through collaboration among the teachers and STEM committee. As a STEM 
designated course it offers students deeper immersion into the theoretical concepts, lab skills, and 
logical writing styles required for success in AP courses. 
 
II. Course Standards or Objectives 

https://www.lexrich5.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=16367
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18E8xU-wN_rMi98AtrG7VBURzwIiZS6f_EAGtD-7DjVQ/edit


The English 2 standards are divided into the following categories:  Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards, 
Fundamentals  of Reading, Reading - Literacy Text, Reading - Informational Text, Fundamentals of 
Writing, Writing, Fundamentals of Communication, and Communication.  English 2 standards are 
available at SDE: 
https://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/instruction/standards/ELA/ELA%20Standards/SCCCR%20Standar
ds%20One%20Pager%20English%202.pdf.  
 
III. Instructional Goals  
This honors course meets the state requirement for honors courses and is a strenuous study of global 
literature. Students analyze key works of literature that are applicable to cultures and genres, develop 
critical thinking skills, and gain an understanding and appreciation of art, music, and literature.  All 
experiences in the classroom should assist students in developing creativity and critical thinking skills, 
and all of these assignments will challenge students to move beyond reciting a set of facts towards a 
more comprehensive understanding of the world in which we live.  This course is taught through 
independent and group studies, as well as traditional instructional methods. Because of the pace, 
depth, and rigor, this course is highly recommended for students who plan to take Advanced 
Placement courses in the future.  
 
Course Goals and Objectives- The student will: 

● improve his/her understanding of the world and ourselves through the study of 
literature. 

● expand vocabulary, with an emphasis on preparing for the PSAT, SAT, ACT, and AP 
Lang/Lit exams. 

● analyze and synthesize a variety of genres with a focus on argumentative and 
inquiry-based writing 

● improve oral and written communication skills with an emphasis on analytical writing 
● develop and employ revisions skills 
● grow in his/her analytical thinking ability so that he/she could apply it to problem-based 

learning. 
 
IV. Course Sequence/Pacing Overview 
English 2 Honors offers a variety of culturally enriching novel and drama studies.  As students 
deconstruct meaning, they also must make connections to other texts, both informational and literary. 
Each unit also includes inquiry, as well as grammar instruction, vocabulary study, and writing 
instruction.  The South Carolina Standards for Language Arts are incorporated into the curriculum and 
are covered within the scope and sequence program.  Because this course is an honors course, 
students will complete inquiry-based studies that require complex thinking and problem solving, as 
students synthesize complex texts.  During the first quarter, students will examine what literature 
reveals about the human condition; during the second quarter, students will examine how individuals 
impact society; during the third quarter, students will examine how individuals impact social change; 
and during the fourth quarters, students will examine how interpretation impacts understanding. 
Calendars will be issued monthly and posted in Google Classroom. 
 
*This pacing is subject to change based on data analysis. 
 
V. Textbooks and Additional Resources  

A. Textbook: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Collections (Grade 10), Vocabulary Workshop, 
Sadlier-Oxford, Level F 

https://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/instruction/standards/ELA/ELA%20Standards/SCCCR%20Standards%20One%20Pager%20English%202.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/instruction/standards/ELA/ELA%20Standards/SCCCR%20Standards%20One%20Pager%20English%202.pdf


B. Supplemental novels and selections (chosen by teacher) -  
a. Oedipus and/or Antigone, Sophocles 
b. The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, The Taming of the Shrew, and/or Othello, William 

Shakespeare 
c. A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens 
d. The Count of Monte Cristo, Alexandre Dumas 
e. The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka 
f. 1984, George Orwell 
g. Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury  
h. Anthem, Ayn Rand 

 
C. Video  – Selections will come from Dutch Fork High School’s media center. 

 
Because English 2 Honors is an honors course, students will complete close readings of individual 
passages/texts, as well as in-depth studies of complete novels/plays. 
 
VI. Course Grading Policies, Assessments & Procedures  

A. Assessment Strategies 
a. Formative and summative assessments will be given frequently.  Formative 

assessments will include classroom participation, journals, exit slips, and digital 
submissions.  Summative assessments include quizzes, tests, writing assignments, 
collaborative project and problem-based learning.  As an extension for the honors 
course, more in-depth and complex thinking, speaking, and writing are required for 
both the formative and summative assessments.  To meet the needs of depth of 
knowledge students will primarily be assessed in the higher levels of complexity of 
strategic and extended thinking.   Writing assignments will require research and 
support from outside sources rather than personal opinion.  Students will be given 
specific rubrics for summative assessments, mirroring AP rubrics.  

b. Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given frequently and will test both assigned reading and all 
notes/information given for that particular unit up to that point.  Students are expected 
to read and to study every night. 

c. Tests:  Tests will involve various types of assignments, and students will always be 
required to write extensively.  In addition, as preparation for AP and college courses, 
students must complete tests in a reasonable time frame (generally 90 minutes). 

B. Calculation of Student’s Grade - The grade for this course will be determined by a 
percentage system.  

a. Tests, and projects will count 60% of the nine weeks grade (major grades).  Class 
work, homework, and quizzes will count 40% of the nine weeks grade (minor grades). 
Some assignments may count as a double grade. 

b. The semester average will be calculated by using the following grading ratio.  The first 
nine weeks grade will count 40%, the second nine weeks grade will count 40%, and the 
semester exam will count 20%.  During the second semester, the third nine weeks 
grade will count 40%, the fourth nine weeks grade will count 40%, and the semester 
exam will count 20%. 



c. The final average will be calculated by using the following grading ratio.  The first 
semester grade will count 50%, and the second semester grade will count 50%. 

C. Homework Expectations - Homework will be given regularly and will be included in the 
student’s minor grade category.  Students are expected to complete each assignment in 
preparation for the next class meeting unless otherwise notified.  Homework is due at the 
beginning of the class period.  Homework turned in late may receive feedback, but not 
credit. 

D. Late Work - If a student is absent, he/she has two class periods to make up the missed work. 
If homework is not turned up by the start of class, it is considered late, and the work will 
receive a zero.   Major assignments will receive a 10% deduction per calendar day that the 
assignment is turned in late.  

E. Major Projects - Students will complete a summative assessment with each unit.  Additionally, 
students will complete at least one inquiry-based research assignment.  Students will 
synthesize information from a variety of texts.  This assignment will take place in the second 
semester.  

F. Uniform Grading Scale and Make-up Work Policy are in 1819 Syllabus Addendum 
 
VII.   Suggestions for Success in Course   
One way to be successful in English 2 Honors is to consistently maintain an agenda book or calendar 
of all assignments (the teacher will give you a copy of the monthly calendar to keep in your notebook). 
In addition, complete and submit every assignment, study vocabulary often, keep up with the required 
reading, and be an active participant in class.  Ask questions when necessary.  Lastly, remember your 
teacher is here to help.  Please communicate in person or via email if you have any concerns about 
your success in English 2.  
 
A change this year to our lunch schedule will allow students to seek and receive academic 
assistance during the school-wide lunch block. Students may get specific help from their 
English teacher during this time. They may also make up work, including tests, in the English 
Dept Academic Enrichment Center located in Room 256.  
 
VIII.  Classroom Management Plan  

A. Students are expected to be respectful of others, their opinions, and their property. 
Additionally, students must arrive to class on time with all materials prepared to learn.  

B. Students are expected to follow all rules and guidelines listed in the Student Handbook. 
C. Students are expected to use school and personal technology responsibly and follow 

rules included in the 1819 District 5 Mobile Device Guide  and 1819 Acceptable Use 
Agreement. This includes: 

a. Having a charged mobile device (district-issued Chromebook or comparable 
personal device) at school EVERYDAY. 

b. Not using using devices assigned to other students.  
c. Being responsible for their own devices and should keep them secured at 

school and off campus.  
d. Following all teacher directions regarding appropriate times for use of device. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18E8xU-wN_rMi98AtrG7VBURzwIiZS6f_EAGtD-7DjVQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T_x6GO02m_AjqvR3rHxleEvRvxKYYfhFrrr3AK_L11I/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3SEnSCUbS49Mmd4U094bmJZOGVpV3AzaG1qa1AwS3Y0TmRr/view?ts=5b06f449
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2uSApKgRBe0djdLYXplTjhkbTg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2uSApKgRBe0djdLYXplTjhkbTg/view?usp=sharing

